+ 'Vertical family law', that is, the relationships between adults and children; particularly parentage (including artificial reproductive techniques and surrogacy), parental responsibility/custody, and adoption + 'Individual family law', that is, the status of the individual; particularly the change of legal gender/recognition of one's preferred gender, and names.
It was expected -and the contributions in this volume indeed show -that while there exist considerable differences between the legal approaches to family law issues adopted within the European jurisdictions, common themes, developments and trends and, arguably, a convergence of family laws, can be identified. Such as marriage, divorce, cohabitation, same-sex relationships, the financial consequences of divorce, adoption, parentage and surrogacy, parental responsibility, the child's welfare and family law and older people. It needs to be added that the authors of the third volume for organisational reasons unfortunately did not have access to the contributions of the second volume, although ideally that would have been the case. Given that this is a book set on 'European family law', it will not come as a surprise that the underlying assumption is that a 'European family law' exists, and the comparative approach is undertaken on that basis. While this of course is vulnerable to the challenge that the result has been decided upon before the analysis undertaken, as well as the 'if you look long enough you will always find what you are looking for' argument, there nevertheless appears to be sufficient proof, which is drawn together in Volume IV, 3 that there is not merely an 'institutional European family law' (discussed in the first volume of the book set) but indeed that there is also an 'organic European family law'.
